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GRANDCARERS — GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [9.10 am]: I rise to inform 
the house about the role the state government is playing in providing much needed support to grandparents who 
care for their grandchildren on a full-time basis. The Liberal–National government has implemented a range of 
strategies to support grandcarers, including the grandcarers support scheme delivered in partnership with 
Wanslea Family Services. The scheme was launched in November 2013 and is currently providing 
1 347 individual grandcarers with payments from a total of $1 196 800 for 2 481 grandchildren. 

Eligible grandcarers are able to receive an annual payment of $400 for the first grandchild in their care and 
$250 for each additional grandchild thereafter. Once grandcarers receive a payment, a further payment will be 
received the following year on the anniversary of their initial payment. In addition to this funding, the 
Department of Local Government and Communities provides more than $256 000 in recurrent funding for the 
grandcare service to provide a telephone information line that offers one-to-one support as well as group 
activities for grandcarers. In total, the state government, through the Department of Local Government and 
Communities, provides more than $587 000 in funding to Wanslea Family Services to specifically support 
grandparents. In addition to the direct support payments to grandcarers and the telephone line, services such as 
respite activities, counselling services, training workshops, home help and school tutoring are offered. 

The Liberal–National government continues to recognise the sacrifices and the great work that grandparents do 
to provide a safe and stable home environment for their grandchildren. I look forward to continuing to update the 
house on the support provided to this important group within our community. 
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